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Responsive to communication{s) filed on 24 Septemhar ^nn^i 
2m This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

Disposition of Claims ' ■ 

4M Claim(s) ^20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) n Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) S Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



Claims 1-6, 8, 9, and 12-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Andrieu et al., US Patent 5,543,245 in view of Kawano et al., US 
Patent 6,193,946 for reasons of record. 

Claims 7 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Andrieu et al. in view of Kawano et al. as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Okada et al., US Patent 6,027,836 for reasons of record. 

Claims 1, 2, 3, 5, 6. 8, 9, 11-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Andrieu et al. in view of Maeda et al., US Patent 6,428,930 for 
reasons of record. 



Applicant's arguments filed 08 September 2003 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Applicants assert that the Andrieu et al. reference does not 
show a Schottky diode connected between the anode and the cathode of 
electrochemical cells. In response, it is noted that although the Schottky diode is not 
shown in Figure 5 of the Andrieu reference, it is shown in Figures 4 and 3 of the 
reference. The relation of the diode and the block diagram of Figure 5 are shown in 
Figure 4. From Figure 4, it may be seen that the diode is connected between the anode 
and cathode of a cell 32. 
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Applicants assert there is no nnotivation to combine the Kawano et al. reference 
with Andrieu. However, as noted previously, Kawano et al. teach that their inventive 
battery has a high energy density, various superior characteristics, and a high safety 
level. (See Kawano et al. column 5, lines 49-57.) Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the battery cells disclosed by Kawano et 
al. in the system disclosed by Andrieu et al. in order to have a system with high energy 
density and high safety. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner should be directed to Carol Chaney whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3777. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 8:00am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Ryan can be reached on 703-308-2383. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9310. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 



0661. 
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Primary Examiner 
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